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The American attack on Quebec in 1775 was a key episode in the American War of Independence

(1775-1783). Capture of the city would give the Americans control of Canada â€“ a disaster for the

British. The subsequent campaign involved a 350-mile trek across uninhabited wilderness, a

desperate American attack on the city of Quebec that left one American general dead and another

wounded, and a British counterattack that culminated in a brutal naval battle off Valcour Island on

Lake Champlain. In this book Brendan Morrissey details the events of this ferocious struggle whose

results would have such momentous consequences at Saratoga in 1777.
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The American invasion of Canada in 1775 rarely gets much coverage in American history for a

variety of reasons. Americans like to think of their forefathers defending home and hearth against

British tyranny, spearheaded by the dreaded Redcoats, not invading a territory that did not want to

be part of their new nation. The fact that the campaign also ended in ignominious failure further

discourages attention. However perhaps the greatest impediment to American study of this

important but neglected campaign is the fact that the hero of the hour was none other than Benedict

Arnold, the most despised figure in American history. Brendan Morrissey, the British PR consultant

who did three earlier volumes for Osprey on the American Revolution, brings the Quebec campaign

into sharp focus in Osprey's Campaign #128. In particular, this volume on Quebec 1775 would also

make a useful campaign study for military officers. Quebec 1775 begins with a 5-page introduction



that provides background on the Quebec Act, a four-page section on the geography, people and

political issues and a campaign chronology. The sections on opposing commanders and opposing

forces are decent, but Morrissey provides no order of battle for either side (in particular, he omits

British ground and naval forces in Nova Scotia). The campaign narrative itself is 60 pages long, and

includes separate sections on the initial battles, Arnold's journey across the Maine wilderness, the

American retreat from Canada and the Battle of Valcour Island. The author also provides an

interesting section on the battlefields today and an annotated bibliography.
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